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AGM Meeting Minutes 

November 5, 2011 

Vancouver, BC 

Attendees: 

David Josephy, President     Lynn Burrows, Secretary                   

Judi Wagman, Treasurer      Katherine Grandy, Board Member-at-Large 

Doris McCormick, Board Member-at-Large   Kristin Austman, Admin Assistant 

 

Archibald Rodriguez, Member Melissa McCormick, Member Morty Wagman, Member  

Dolores Rodriguez, Member  Paul Grandy, Member   Diane Benincasa, Member 

John Benincasa   Cathy Heath, Pfizer Representative 

 

Regrets: 

Silvia Steinhilber, Vice President 

 

Prior to the meeting, Dr. Lee gave a presentation regarding recent GIST research (see copy of his 

presentation).  David introduced Dr. Lee by giving a brief bio:  Dr. Lee is a Consultant Pathologist 

(Anatomic Pathology) and Clinical Assistant Professor, in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory 

Medicine, with the University of British Columbia and Vancouver General Hospital. 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 4:10 PM (PST) at the Coast Coal Harbour Hotel, Vancouver, BC. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda: 
Morty motioned to approve the agenda with the following amendments: 

#5 Kristin will give a report in lieu of Silvia’s Vice-President’s report; and 

#9 Delete, as this information will be presented in David’s President’s report. 

Seconded by Archibald, and all approved. 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the October  3 , 2010 Annual General Meeting 

Lynn motioned to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2010 AGM. 

Seconded by Katherine, and all approved. 

 

4. President’s Report 

David began his report by introducing each Board Director.  Prior to reviewing this report 

(see attached President’s Report), David requested that we pause for a moment to remember 

Linda Hampson, and other patients lost in the past year.  David let us know that Dr. Lee is 

willing to join the newly formed Medical Advisory Committee (MAC) (along with 3 other 

GIST specialists who had already agreed to join).  We can begin to develop the MAC now.  

David extended an invitation to LRG Members to let us know what they would like us to 

bring to the attention of the MAC.  The goal is that the specialists on LRG Canada’s MAC 

will then spread the word to other doctors in Canada who are involved in GIST.  Update on 

adjuvant gleevec funding campaign:  Ontario has been a major battleground for this, and, for 

a couple of years, has been ‘teetering’ on the edge of approval of public funding.  David is 
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cautiously optimistic that this will be approved in a few weeks.  This would mean that those 

who are over 65 would be covered by public funding, and those who are under 65 could 

apply for funding through the Trillium program.  This approval for public funding could then 

get extended to other provinces which do not, as yet, provide public funding for this.  LRG 

Canada is in the process of applying for ‘charitable status’.  We already have ‘non-profit’ 

status, hence the requirement to have an Annual General Meeting.  Obtaining charitable 

status in the coming year could be very helpful in terms of receiving more donations.  David 

extended gratitude to Lynn Burrows and her family regarding the Mullet May-hem fund- 

(and awareness) raiser.  They have a website, great sponsors, and are preparing to do it again 

next year.  Hair-growing starts in March, and the event winds up in April with prizes.  Last 

year they raised $4,500 and also raised awareness regarding the inequitable access to Gleevec 

across Canada.  The cost of Gleevec varies depending on province, drug stores dispensing 

fees, and dosage.  When the province pays for it, the dispensing issue is moot. 

 

5. Administrative Assistant’s Report 

Kristin reviewed the tasks she has been able to cover from March to October 2011, as per the 

attached report. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

LRG Canada is in the black.  Judith expressed our gratitude to Pfizer and Novartis, as they 

are our major supporters.  See statement attached. 

 

Judi motioned that the membership approve and accept the financial statements for June 

30, 2011. 

Seconded by Doris, all approved. 

 

Judi motioned that the membership approve and appoint Jacobson and Associates as 

auditors for Life Raft Group, Canada for the fiscal year 2011/2012. 

Seconded by Morty, all approved. 

 

Accountants’ professional association has strict guidelines that instruct the fees accountants 

may charge.  Therefore, our accountant, in recognition of our limited resources, gives us a 

donation of $1500 every year along with her bill. 

 

7. Call for Motions for the Adoption of the following ‘GIST Sarcoma Life Raft Group, 

Canada’ Rules and Regulations: 

 

a. Archibald motioned to approve the Annual Submissions to the Government of 

Canada (Board approved November 10, 2010).  Seconded by Lynn, all approved. 

 

b.  Doris motioned to approve the Medical Advisory Council Terms of Reference 

(Board approved January 12, 2011).  Seconded by Morty, all approved. 

*David noted that the MAC ToR will evolve as the MAC evolves. 
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c.  Morty motioned to approve the Travel Reimbursement Policy (Board approved 

March 23, 2011).  Seconded by Archibald, all approved. 

 

d.  Lynn motioned to approve the Travel Expense Claim Form (Board approved 

March 23, 2011).  Seconded by Morty, all approved. 

 

e.  Morty motioned to approve the Membership Application Form with updated 

contact information (Board approved June 2, 2011).  Seconded by Lynn, all 

approved. 

 

8. Election of Directors (Board Members) for two year term. 

The Board proposes that Katherine Grandy & Doris McCormick be elected to the Board of 

Directors for a one year term commencing November 5, 2011.  Lynn motioned to accept the 

board’s proposal, seconded by Judi, all approved.  

The Board proposes that David Josephy & Judith Wagman continue as Board Members for 

two years commencing November 5, 2011.  Doris motioned to accept the board’s proposal, 

seconded by Paul, approved.  

 

9. Lynn gave an update on where we’re at with Strategic Updates. 
 Judi mentioned that when she meets people at the doctor’s office, she asks if they have GIST.  If they do, she 

tells them about LRG Canada, and gives them membership application forms.  Judi also leaves membership 

application forms and posters for the doctor’s offices. 

 Archibald mentioned that CARP magazine may be a good venue for ‘getting the word out’. 

 Melissa mentioned the idea of connecting with cancer social workers.  Lynn shared that she has not found 

the cancer social workers receptive. 

 Judi mentioned that LRG has to tell our funders what we’re using the money for.  She has included that we 

work towards establishing the emotional support. 

 Archibald suggested we make a sticker with the toll-free # etc. to add to the posters. 

ACTION:  Lynn will look into CARP magazine advertisement. 

ACTION:  Kristin will make a sticker with our toll-free numbers to add to the posters. 

 

10. Other Business 

None 

 

11. New Business 

None 

 

12. Door prizes and then Adjournment by 5:17pm. 

 

 

Approved at 2012 Oct. 13
th

 AGM 


