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5
th

 Annual GIST Day of Learning   
Agenda 
 

 

 

 

9:00 - 9:15 Check in 

9:15 - 9:30 Opening Remarks & Introductions 

9:30 - 10:30 
“Therapy for Advanced GIST” 

 

David Josephy, President, GIST Sarcoma Life Raft Group Canada 

10:30 - 11:00 Group Photo followed by Refreshment Break 

11:00 - 12:00 

“Getting to know you” 
 

Samantha Wexler, @gistkids, @LRGCanada, @laydeewinx, ... 
                                   youngadultcancer.ca, CancerFightClub.com, ...  
Susan Turner, Volunteer 

12:00 - 1:30 
Buffet Lunch (12:00 to 1:30) 
 
Annual General Meeting (12:30 to 1:15) 

1:30 - 2:30 
“Introducing SideEQ: A new side effects management platform” 

 

Mildred Menos, Director of Project Management, The Life Raft Group (USA) 

2:30 – 3:00 Refreshment Break  

3:00 - 4:00 
“What can LRGC do for you?” 
 

Laetitia Tam, Volunteer 

4:00 - 4:15 Closing remarks  
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5
th 

Annual GIST Day of Learning 

Introducing our Speakers 
 
 
 

David Josephy   
 

 Professor of Molecular and Cellular Biology at the University of Guelph, where he has taught for 
more than 30 years 

 In 2010, David spent a sabbatical term working in the laboratory of Dr. Jonathan Fletcher, leading 
GIST researcher at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston 

 President of Life Raft Group Canada since its inception in 2008 

 Member of Science Team of Life Raft Group, USA 

 B.Sc. Toronto 

 Ph.D. University of British Columbia 

 Research interests in the field of Molecular Toxicology 

 GIST Caregiver 
 

Samantha Wexler 
 

Sam is currently a Masters of Art History student who was diagnosed with wildtype GIST in January 
2009. When she is not at school or at home working on her thesis, Sam can be found advocating for 
gisters online in various capacities through her own Twitter account @laydeewinx, affiliated Twitter 
accounts @gistKids, @LRGCanada as well as her blog laydeewinxstudiolo.wordpress.com. Sam 
also participates in TweetChats with #AYACSM, #MAYACC and #DanaFarberYAP. Sam feels that an 
online representation is of paramount importance because gist is a rare cancer that is 
underrepresented, especially in the AYA community.  

  

Susan Turner 
 

Susan Turner has been a volunteer with Life Raft Group Canada for the past year. She is working with 
the Board to build a plan that aims to engage GIST patients and caregivers to support each other, 
using the organization as a hub for a range of activities.  
 
Susan met Life Raft Group Canada several years ago through her consulting practice and has helped to 
develop the organization’s strategic plans. She and her husband live in a century home in Toronto that 
they renovated themselves over many years. 

  

 

http://laydeewinxstudiolo.wordpress.com/


4 
 

Mildred Menos 
 

Mildred brings over ten years’ experience in both non-profit and higher education. Her experience in 
the development of strategic alliances, oversight and development of programs and communications, 
support of patient advocacy efforts and management of organizational operations contribute to the 
overall mission of the Life Raft Group. 
 
As Director of Project Management, Mildred is responsible for oversight of the major technology 
initiatives within the Department of Scientific Affairs and Research, including the launch of three key 
health data platforms designed to forward research within the cancer community. 
 
Prior to this, she served as the Director of Strategic Alliances, forging collaborative relationships with 
outside organizations and institutions to support the mission of the Life Raft Group. 
 
In her previous role as Assistant Director of Programs for the LRG, Mildred developed strategies to 
provide education and support to the GIST community through initiatives such as the GIST Days of 
Learning, webcasts, international meetings and informative presentations to raise awareness. 
 
Her passion for patient advocacy has led to the participation of LRG members in the annual OVAC 
(One Voice Against Cancer) Lobby Day in Washington, DC, where patients learn how to make their 
voices heard, and through her role as a Patient Advocacy Fellow with the Drug Information 
Association (DIA), assuring that patients are heard in every phase of life cycle development of 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices and related healthcare products. 
 
Consistently encouraging the value of community, she has been instrumental in developing the LRG 
State and Global leaders program. 
 
Her experience managing the Columbia University’s Initiative for Policy Dialogue, a think tank founded 
by Nobel Laureate Joseph Stiglitz which publishes on economic policy in the developing world, has 
been invaluable in her role supporting the global GIST initiatives of the Life Raft Group. 
 
Mildred holds a Master of Arts Degree in International Educational Development with a Policy 
Concentration from Teachers College, Columbia University, and a Bachelor of Arts Degree (Magna 
Cum Laude) in International Relations from Seton Hall University. 

   

Laetitia Tam 
  

Laetitia Tam began volunteering with Life Raft Group Canada after her father was diagnosed with GIST 
in early 2016. She graduated from medical school at the University of Toronto and is serving with the 
Canadian Forces as a medical officer. She is working with the Board to improve awareness and 
education around GIST within the medical community. She is also a web design enthusiast and 
created the new Life Raft Group Canada website. On most days she can be found zipping around the 
city on her bike, and will be cycling with Team GIST Busters at the 2017 Ontario Ride to Conquer 
Cancer.  
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